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From 1986 to 2011,
serial expenditures at
research libraries
increased 402%.
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Data from Mike Taylor, The obscene profits of commercial scholarly publishers, 2012. Chart by Stuart Shieber, 2013.
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Open Access means access to
information without financial, legal,
or technical barriers.
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CUNY UFS Statement and Resolution on Open Access
WHEREAS there is a need for open-access models to assist libraries and institutions in dealing with the
budgetary challenges presented by the ever-increasing costs charged by journal publishers; and
WHEREAS open-access institutional repositories do not replace traditional publishing but rather serve as
an additional venue for maximizing access to the fruits of faculty research; and
WHEREAS numerous universities have created open-access institutional repositories and associated
policies, and many more universities are currently working toward such repositories and policies; and
WHEREAS the City University of New York is committed to educating the public and making knowledge
accessible and affordable; therefore let it be
RESOLVED that the University Faculty Senate supports the development of an open-access institutional
repository for the City University of New York, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in accordance with best practices, guidelines for depositing materials
into the CUNY repository should be created by faculty appointed by the UFS working with the Office of
Library Services and should include recommendations to faculty to deposit finished journal articles,
preprints, chapters, etc. The guidelines should encourage but not require faculty to contribute to the
repository, and ensure that depositing a work into the repository will not affect the author’s copyright.
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…contribute to the cultural, social, and
economic life of New York.

lifelong learning…

…advance knowledge and informs professional practices
that build and sustain just societies.

Engage the larger civic and
international community

…social responsible citizens who help to shape
a rapidly evolving society

To encourage lifelong learning…

…provide students with the knowledge and skills to live
in a globally interdependent world
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Academic Works at Work
Publications and Research
Megan Wacha, Scholarly Communications Librarian
Office of Library Services, CUNY Central

Open Educational Resources (OERs)
Miriam B. Deutch, Associate Librarian for Research and Access Services
Brooklyn College

Archives and Special Collections
William Casari, College Archivist and Instruction Librarian
Hostos Community College

Dissertations and Theses
Jill Cirasella, Associate Librarian for Public Services & Scholarly Communication
CUNY Graduate Center
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Publications and Research
• Journal Articles

• Data

• Books

• Reports

• Book Chapters

• Working Papers

• Book Reviews

• Professional Blog Posts

• Conference Proceedings

• Poetry

• Presentation Slides

• Scores

• Professional Posters

• Sound recordings
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Why submit to Academic Works?
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Preserve Your Works
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Share Your Works
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Increase Your Impact
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Gargouri Y, Hajjem C, Larivière V, Gingras Y,
Carr L, Brody T, et al. (2010) Self-Selected or
Mandated, Open Access Increases Citation
Impact for Higher Quality Research. PLoS ONE
5(10): e13636.
doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0013636
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Track Your Impact
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Monthly Readership Reports
From: CUNY Academic Works
Dear Author,
You had 132 new downloads in September 2015 across
your 5 papers in CUNY Academic Works. Your current
readership:

517 Downloads
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Author Dashboard
• Download reports
• Geographic location
• Institution
• Referrers
(scholar.google.in)
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Make Your Works Work
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Open Educational Resources
Miriam Deutch, Brooklyn College
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Textbooks
Reimagined!
Curate Your
Course Materials
with
Open Educational
Resources!
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What are OERs?
• Authoritative Teaching
and Research Resources
• Openly Licensed
• Full courses, Journal articles,
Chapters, Modules, Textbooks,
Videos, Podcasts, Tests and Images.
• Adopt, Remix, or Revise
academicworks.cuny.edu

Why Use OERs?
• Engaging Multimedia Content
→ Addresses Various Learning Styles
→Increases Comprehension and Retention

• Improved Access via Mobile Devices
• Learn Best Practices in Your Field
• Customize, Offer Multiple Perspectives
• Easily Update Information
• Empower Students in Their Own Learning
• No Copyright Restrictions
academicworks.cuny.edu

Rights Management
• Creative Commons Licensing
• Copyright Concerns?
Ask your Librarian!
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Where Do I Find OERs?
• CUNY Academic Works
• Teaching Commons
• Open Textbook Library
• OpenStax College
• Merlot II
• Open SUNY Textbooks
academicworks.cuny.edu

Gerald J. Meyer “Save Hostos” Collection & El Coquí Newspaper
William Casari, Hostos Community College
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Eugenio María de Hostos Community College. Founded 1968
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Hostos Community College Winter 1971
Hostos Community College opened in a rented warehouse in the
Fall of 1970.
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Gerald J. Meyer Collection. Save Hostos
Donor and Champion of the Hostos Archives. Meticulously saved
records, flyers, photographs, senate minutes and all manner of
college communications. Professor Meyer stills teaches at Hostos.
academicworks.cuny.edu

475 Grand Concourse at 149th Street, Bronx
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Dental Hygiene Program
Demonstration and Public Relations event with Bronx Borough
President Robert Abrams
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Students c. 1975.
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Security Mutual Insurance Company
500 Grand Concourse at 149th Street. The struggle for this building
defined the 1970s for Hostos and was a physical representation of
the “Save Hostos” movement.
academicworks.cuny.edu

United for 500
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We are united for more space. HCC.
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Community Involvement
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Rewards and Challenges of Academic Works Repository

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

El Coquí Newspaper
Uploading PDFs
Advantages for archival research
Thesis
Archival Photographs
Metadata
Staffing
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Hostos Bridge over Grand Concourse and C Building
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Hostos Campus in 2014
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Dissertation Distribution: For Profit or for the Public Good?
Jill Cirasella, CUNY Graduate Center
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Requirements for Ph.D.
1. Coursework, exams, etc.
2. Dissertation that “embodies original research”
3. Successful oral defense of dissertation
4. Submission of dissertation to library for archiving and “publication”
(a.k.a. making available to the public)

If nobody can access a dissertation,
it’s not actually a contribution to the field!
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How to Submit Dissertations at GC?
For decades: print copies + microfilm
2005-2013: print copies + microfilm + PDF deposit to ProQuest
2014-2015: print copies + PDF deposit to ProQuest + addition to CUNY
Academic Works via loop-the-loop of content from ProQuest back to
GC (required metadata librarian)
Starting next week: PDF deposit to ProQuest + PDF deposit to CUNY
Academic Works (no print, no need for metadata librarian)
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What’s the Official Policy?
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ProQuest Pros and Cons
Pros:
• Pulls together dissertations from many (but not all) universities into
ProQuest Dissertations and Theses Global – currently includes full text
of 1.7 million graduate works
• Shares metadata with 30+ databases (e.g., MLA, PsycInfo, ERIC, etc.),
making dissertations discoverable to users of those databases
• Preserves all submissions digitally and on microfilm
• Respects author choice re: embargoes (of any time frame)
Cons:
• Limits access to those who purchase copies or have access to
ProQuest Dissertations & Theses Global database
• Profits from student work (with some royalties to authors)
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CUNY Academic Works Pros and Cons
Pros:
• Provides no-cost access to everyone: students, researchers of all
kinds, taxpayers that fund CUNY, etc.
• Global access in turn benefits the authors (increased
visibility/impact, download stats, feedback/conversation, etc.)
• Optimized for discoverability via Google, Google Scholar, etc.
• Included in CUNY OneSearch, maximizing benefit to CUNY
students and faculty
• Dissertations were always available to the public in the GC library
and via ILL – public access isn’t new, only more convenient!
• Respects author choice re: embargoes (while discouraging very
long-term embargoes)
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Sidebar: Download Stats & Map
Author Dashboard provides authors with rich information about the
global impact of their works: download counts by country and
institution, list of referring sites, and zoomable map:
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CUNY Academic Works Pros and Cons
Cons:
• Not yet performing preservation beyond back-ups
In fact…
• The pros are so overwhelming that we’re going to invite pre-2014
alums to make their dissertations open in CUNY Academic Works
too. (We’ve already digitized all past GC dissertations.) Outreach
planning is underway…
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Why Both?
Why Require Both?
• Different and complementary strengths
• Maximal discoverability across the broadest range of search tools
• ProQuest doesn’t sit well with all, but it provides services we value
(and can’t afford to do ourselves), and permanent embargoes allow
authors to avoid commodification of their works
Why Submit Separately?
• Addition to Academic Works doesn’t require metadata librarian
• Makes dual-database fate clearer – fewer surprised authors
• Makes embargo options clearer – no longer selecting Academic
Works embargo settings in the ProQuest interface
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Gah! Does OA Affect Publishing Prospects?
Some wonder: If a dissertation is open access, is it harder to publish
(with a respected press) a book based on that dissertation?
On balance: No.
For a thorough analysis of that question, see: “Open Access and
the Graduate Author: A Dissertation Anxiety Manual” by Jill Cirasella
and Polly Thistlethwaite. To be published (and posted on Academic
Works) in 2016. (Or ask me now for our latest draft!)

academicworks.cuny.edu

Gah! What about Digital Projects?
Fact: Only static files can be submitted to Academic Works and
ProQuest.

Question: What about dissertations that have digital components (e.g.,
websites, apps) or are entirely digital? How do you capture those?
Answer: We do our best to capture them using Archive-It (Internet
Archive’s website archiving service) and webrecorder.io (creates a
WARC file that we upload to Academic Works).
For much more information, see slideshow by Stephen Klein (GC’s
Digital Services Librarian) on digital preservation, aka “pickling
websites.” http://academicworks.cuny.edu/gc_pubs/189/
academicworks.cuny.edu

Go Exploring!

http://academicworks.cuny.edu/gc_etds
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A Closing Thought
“Until recently, the academy that nurtured the production of
dissertations seemed to lose interest in them before the ink on the
authorizing signatures was dry, abandoning them as gray literature
unworthy of the limelight. . . . As a result, the authors’ hard work
languished in obscurity on a bookshelf or behind a paywall upon
graduation. . . . How dissertations in this environment really served the
discipline or the author is unclear.”

— Denise Troll Covey

Covey, D. T. (2013). Opening the Dissertation: Overcoming Cultural Calcification and
Agoraphobia. tripleC: Communication, Capitalism & Critique. Open Access Journal for a
Global Sustainable Information Society, 11(2), 543-557. http://www.triplec.at/index.php/tripleC/article/view/522

Read this article!
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